
Proposal for a  Local Nature Reserve at Penbeagle

The St Ives Community Orchard and Nature Reserve Group is the community group led by Elise 
Langley that looks after the orchard next to the recreation ground and skate park on the Paleman 
Best land at Penbeagle. Some of you may have attended the very successful Apple Day recently. We 
hold a lease with Cornwall Council for the area owned by the Council leading up to the top of what 
we  understand  is  Penbeagle  Hill.  This  area,  including  the  orchard,  is  eminently  suitable  for 
declaration as a Local Nature Reserve, for which we are seeking the support of the Town Council.  
This would secure the future of the hillside as a valuable public resource and part of the green 
infrastructure around St Ives.  

The site was previously part of Penbeagle Farm but the fields fell into disuse many years ago and 
have since largely become “re-wilded”. Much of the area is a Cornwall  Wildlife Trust “County 
Wildlife Site” in recognition of its value as a wildlife habitat. In the Spring it displays a profusion of  
flowers. It is well used by local residents for walking and a delightful path leads to the top of the 
hill  where  there  are  magnificent  granite  tors  and  wide-ranging  views  over  St  Ives  and  the 
surrounding hillsides including the nearby Knills Monument and Steeple Woodland Nature Reserve, 
Carnstabba Hill and Rosewall Hill. 

The vision for the site is to protect and enhance its natural habitats with tree planting on the lower 
slopes  to  establish woodland and managing the top of  the  hill  as  heathland,  much as with the 
Steeple Woodland Nature Reserve and other heath-topped hillsides nearby. The pathway to the top 
of the hill will be kept clear and other pathways will be created taking care to minimise disturbance 
to wildlife and leaving some areas as untouched as possible. 

There is enormous potential to increase the involvement the community in looking after the site and 
to make this initiative an even more valuable community asset, making a significant addition to the 
green infrastructure around St Ives. As you may have seen in the media, our Prime Minister has 
announced that all GPs will have access to something called social prescribing by 2023, where 
people  are  referred  to  community  activities  to  help  combat  loneliness  and  improve  social 
integration.This  project  is  already an immensely valuable community resource to  which people 
might  be  “prescribed'  through  this  scheme and adding a  nature  reserve  to  the  portfolio  would 
significantly enhance this value. 

There is potential to extend the public footpath network, connecting the site to Steeple Woodland 
Nature Reserve and Carbis Bay beyond, and to provide a safe public right of way across the fields 
to Halsetown to avoid the dangerous roadway. 

So, we seek your support, to encourage Cornwall Council to progress the nature reserve declaration 
in whatever way you can. It is also possible, given the consent of the Local Authority, for the Town 
Council to declare the nature reserve. 

The process is relatively straight forward:

A site needs to fulfil certain criteria, which this one does eminently, namely.
• the  Local  Authority  needs  to  have  control  of  the  land through ownership  or  a  lease  or 

agreement with the landowner
• at least part of the site should be accessible to the public
• the site should be locally important for wildlife, geology, education, enjoyment

 



Process

1. Local Authority identifies site and agrees to LNR designation (by appropriate committees)
2. Local Authority contacts Natural England
3. Management Plan drawn up
4. Send Natural England a draft Declaration Document
5. Following consultation, send Natural England a final Declaration Document
6. Advertise the declaration of the nature reserve in the press
7. Manage the nature reserve e.g. through a community group or wildlife trust
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Photos of proposed nature reserve

Granite tor on top of Penbeagle Hill. Penbeagle Industrial Estate behind. 
Tree planting on the lower slopes of the hill would provide a pleasant backdrop for 
the estate and screen the estate from the nature reserve.

View towards The Island, St Ives from the top of Penbeagle Hill.



View from Penbeagle Hill towards Buttermilk  Hill.  The path from the recreation ground 
to the top of the hill provides a very pleasant walk.

The path from the recreation ground through the wild fields making its way up Penbeagle Hill. 
Appropriate tree planting in this area would enhance the landscape and wildlife habitat. 




